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Anthony Rassam, son of Assyrian Archaeologist Hurmiz Rassam, returned to Iraq in 1930
intending to become an archaeologist just like his father. However, he witnessed the pathetic
situation of his people in Mosul. Rassam decided to do something about it. Rassam called his
good friend British Royal Navy officer Matthew Cope and they realized that the Assyrians
(ChaldoAssyrians) were on the verge of complete destruction and disappearance. They called
their friend Admiral H. Symore Hall and together they began to gather documentation and
records to help the Assyrian people. They created a committee under the name “The Committee
to Rescue Irag’s Non-Muslim Minorities” that had its first session on July 11, 1930. The
Committee included the Yezidi Emire, Lord Willoughby Hyett Dickinson, Lady Davidson of
Lambeth, Rev. Dr. William Chauncey Emhardt, Captain George Krissy, Admiral H. Seymour
Hall, F. N. Hazel, A.H. Sayce, W.A.Wigram, and others.

Rassam began contacts in Geneva regarding the situation of the Assyrians in Iraq. He presented
two petitions to the League of Nations Permanent Mandate Committee in Geneva. The first on
September 23, 1930 and the second on December 9, 1930. He sent copies of the petitions to the
Vatican and the British Government. He then sent a third petition on behalf of the Assyrian
people and a fourth from the Yezidis.

On Nov 4-19, 1030, the League of Nations Permanent Mandate Committee began to deliberate
the issues presented by Rassam (since the league had received the first petition of September
already).

During the discussions, Maj Sir Hubert Winthrop Young, Counselor to High Commissioner for
Iraq, criticized Rassam for the way he handled the situation by contacting the League directly
and how he spread the news about the Christian minorities in the press. Young claimed that
Rassam’s claims were exaggerated and most complaints were false. Young also stated that he
cannot answer all the questions since he has been in his position for a short period of time and
that he had not gotten the opportunity to meet with the Assyrians and check on their situation.

The Commission issued a statement in which it declared that it was obvious that the various
Iraqi ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities anticipate with fear the end of the mandate. It
stated that many Iraqi groups have been unable to present their case to the commission due to
fear of retaliation or estrangement from the locals and this clearly reflected that they were
under threat if they submitted their petitions and that such feelings reflect Iraq’s image of
intolerance and that it was obvious that the Iragis were not fully mature to run Irag. The
Commission stated that the minorities have reflected a lot of fear regarding their future with the
premature end of the British mandate.

On May 5, 1931, Rassam presented another petition to the Permanent Mandate Committee in
Geneva in which he challenged the earlier claims of Major Young. Rassam presented one final
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petition in which he demanded to grant the minorities a special status in Mosul Province, which
was to be within the Iraq Kingdom. The Committee recommended that all the mandated
countries must secure and guarantee the protection of their religious, linguistic and ethnic
minorities effectively.

In November 1931, the Mandate Commission presented its recommendations, including secure
the protection of the religious, linguistic and ethnic minorities effectively, to the upcoming
session of the League of Nations set for the end of January 1932. Of course, Great Britain did
all it could to end its mandate as soon as possible and facilitated that Iraq joins the League of
Nations with no real measures to protect the non-Muslims in Iraq.

Of course, months later, the Iragi army, under Kurdish General Bekir Sidgi, committed the
massacre of the Assyrians in August 1933 where up to 6000 Assyrian women, children and old
men were brutally butchered.
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5, Pembridge Road,
Notting Hill Galte,
London, W. 11
England.
, 9/2/32
usuf Malek,

My ﬁ“::gpﬁr If; your letter of 9th January 1932, I am
glad lo forwarda an article purposely written for insertion

in your book. :
- Yours very sincerely,

Mollie L.. Cope.

“I had the good fortune to live amongst the
Chaldeo-Assyrians of Mosul, as one of themselves for
over a year, During that year, I perceived the true and
inward meaning of the word «faith» and «loyalty». I
also saw the heartrending spectacle of a brave and fine
people, labouring under the poignant horror of the
word «fear». The very bravest man must feel fear, if he
finds himself helpless between a ravening lion and a
precipice ; and this, as I saw it, was exactly the position
in which the Chaldeo-Assyvrian people and the other
non-Arab minorities found themselves in 1930. They
were faced with the fact that «Iraq» already under the
sway of the Arabs for all practical purposes, was to
lose even the semblance of British control in 1932.

Even in these ecarly days of fear, the Christians
of «Irag» and the other minorities had learnt tlie peril
that attended any complaint made by them to their
rightful protectors, the British Administrative officers.
They knew, from bitter experience they would «only
lay themselves open to numerous other acts of tyranny
and injustice on the part of the Arab officials, who so
hated these isolated Christians & the other non-Arab
minorities. The Arabs made no atlempt at hiding their
hatred and contempt for the British themselves, as wit-

ness the extraordinarily ignorant and ill-<informed arti-
cles that constantly appeared in the «lraqi» newspapers
both against - Brilish individuals and Great Britain as a
whole. How much more therefore, did they hate and
despise these Chaldeo-Assyrians and their fellow Chris-
lians the Armenians and the other non-Arab Minorities,
who were not only unbelievers, but-unarmed and lLielp-
less aginst them; who had no voice in the «lrag» Parlia-



?-%mﬁniﬁ unless one can call two representatives, among 87
~ a voice; who had no Judges in all the Courts of Mosul;
© whose very cases must be tried under laws based on
.fw the Koranic teachings, which hold that the word of a
- Moslem ml:l.si be taken against that of a ¢ dog of an
 unbeliever ", whatever the facts may be ; who had al-
ready been sellled in villages where malaria raged and
killed off thqlr old men, their young men, their women
- and their children with an unholy impartiality ; whose |
~ economic cpndllinn had been so undermined by a poli-
¢y of refusing them employment. 1 could write many
pages describing their condition. but it will be seen that
. their lot was far from happy, and that their fear was in-
deed iustiﬁed. Again, the Arabs of «Irag» bhated the
. Assyrians with a specially bitter hatred, for had not
these same brave, lo\al people fought against the Arabs co-
- religionists, the Turks, in the late Great war? Had they not
~ Joyally stood by Great Britain, in 1920, when the Arabs of
. Irag» rose against the Mandatory Power? Who would be
the first then to suffer when these same disaffected Arabs,
came into complete power? Who but the hated Chaldeo-
Assyrians? Thus it will be seen that the very faith and
~ loyalty, which diatinguis‘hes this brave little Chaldeo-
et ﬁsszrian Nation, was at the root of their fear. Their
" faith to their Christian religion had kept them up
“against unspeakable oppression and tyranny for 800
years. Their loyalty to the British, during and after the
‘Great war, had drawn them into baltles innumerable
against the «Iraqi Arabs». And now they were to be left
~ entirely at the mercy of those same people-NOT,
" believe me, at the wish of the British Nation, but simply
" by the whim of a few interested people ; and not, 1 am
!;t%- proud to say, at the wish of little Irish Free State, whose
" Representative’s voice was heard loud on their behalf at -
" the League of Nations Meeting of Sept. 1931
E 3 ith the exception of a very few individualsin
wﬁ_t"?Edurqpe, no one even knew that «lraqs existed, far less
ih that there were some 200.000 Christians scattered amon-
~ gst the Arabs who had been given the country. Nevers
- theless, God must have heard the prayers of His oldest
~ people, for by a miraculous means, a little band nf'pen- '
'__';ﬂl.l__el',_éfﬂ-l_,ﬂ'-nd.{]n, came 1o hear of the sad plight of these
Christians and amongst these, was a man whose father

it
L




had been a native of Mosul, one Capt. A. H. Rassam. I
need not enter here into what Capt. Rassam has done
for his people. Belter pens -than mine have already
done that. It is enough to say that his petitions on their
behalf were favourably received by the League of Na-
tions, in spite of the bitterly untrue and wicked reports
that were spread before the League, about himself and
his loyal friends and helpers, by the enemies of the
Chialdee-Assyrian people. This body, at Geneva, has now
considered -it time to take the first steps to alleviate the
‘misery and sufferings of the Christians in «lrag» by,
making the suggestion that a League Commissioner
should reside in Mosul, to watch over the affairs of the
Christians there. That this first step will, by the Grace
of God, who hears our prayers, and answers them in
His own infinite wisdom and goodness, lead to the
‘complete release of His most loyal and faithful people,
from the terrible punishment that has been meted out
to them for so many centuries, is the earnest hope of

their admirer.
Mollie L., Cope






1L .-

B Qe i U ity 15 oS5 LAV
A5G K s | OSSN 65 Jok b S0 e e
or S gl S it s el S 31 38
2 ke gidlor Wi 2SCi 6 o I e ¢@*
) i ST e e Lo ol o ) o i 03457 Aol
9 lanihe U Ve §

s e e H;)LJ‘QQ\S:“, |

_-:;5‘:.!-}{‘_}‘-'21 I

Gl Ly 55 d o gill il r G el SN :

-h?}bi,._,b.u)._}\h--E;H__.';;M_,xmwi.-,..‘_p}l I

r.,;_l;}¢ij$1§ 3‘,);.5/\ ‘*"""“"-“@;5‘4’;\*’}';-3'-\5/. I

VAL 0 X o &y A1 S i i s oW e ol el I
o G A J o VAAY die QI VAAS mu( v VAoe Ll
cial G slne e JUENT e o6 0l ey ¢ € 0sdy B 2
08 0 A Lolo a8 & e ay G 3 L

C:"u;: Ol VAL l;..iii:i-'l‘;ﬁ,. 35 43 I 546 o)






A0 .
55 Ve il p el S OF we o' Jils
5 m s bl s 1 sl Gl o 0 B 31 am A
Bl d gl LD dNl e I s ol 53
o VA e G T ) el il ds
Cf,&,!nsu_,_;_m.ﬁ”h..”cL,t,.n.-gu Pl G gl
&f‘r“d{w)‘wrw'tﬁhg Eomolinlyicd b

i i e sl 6 a3 bl e ol S Il

sl Bl Stie s ¢ B4l e Ak J5ld 5, o
e Jo sl dla g fradly e b e

oo yﬂ\m@wlﬁiuguﬁg_#ﬁlq;b et

Jeo sl G (il 0l awy b eVl Sl ,JJL,(,& O35 % -

231 bt JUA (Lt AW e A1 ke ol Bny

i A s Y 2 by dapsNedlsioy Y&
(o A et ol 08 L gt Jo A1 SO ;C*,,u;n“,

oo s s b as @lllas YA e @ gae dl &l

i‘L Jalds « SSUFSY .J;J:;i ;I.A:,. we SNl MG b

B ol st ol g W L e e
6 U Oyt oA A e A sl e

! S ¥ il LA_J‘_,L,,U Al 311 (o7 O G F




_"-Ilﬂ——l

LC.;..L- ;ﬂd ‘_;.__U C‘)’Ldl.k.-._q -L_»-.-Ucui\—-—-ih J“ w

fa ST 2 LI B s s oy 25 o1 Y1
r.;l'ly]ﬁl:.:lb .'h_,.l.l-l J‘ ._.;1_,‘,.!'.;4,_,.,.11 Lg_’ﬁ“:,:;n.‘.‘-JMA

S 5 sl e sl Sl Bk A

oles iy ity iV 5 ST g Jue b 575 M sl
ST el el 5 LY ._,t..m.icwm.-.,,.n_,'
Wy gy Lo Al e A Ju\f’c- N
Cdges oI5 O &l G Ll O b TN

BT AL ey ¢ ot s o3 B Bl s
Sl 251 25,20 adllSTH A sy o ST

B Al o Caa Bl Bal 25 ST Y

i) s s JIY) o it U
2 ﬁw» B i i & gy o oo I L2
| Miuu’akpﬂygsmuu
6T oy &8 Qi Sy 005 A (6
SN e | j2id 1y a2 ss 31y ool 3 UYL
el o ST Ll =23 51 ) i G il
A2l AN s T i Bl o

i

$ o
1
u .
[
-
-
.
|
15
L
|




o
Cle s 0 oo s+ SN e Jud Aol =Ll ke
r_,gl.\..._;gii's;ji ands 5 Al e :stai._a-l}ic,:;g
Iq;d}jﬂarjjcly;&m'log’;h\q.f' N PR
W e dINe s S B oy St S 1 G
. (*'-L'I,-H €A en SUYISEI L)l av i 5 .
TR ﬁfﬂiu&‘il};ifﬁlw ML;H«,L.._,:.;):-&LA;
u‘w;JMiJL r.a
el al 2 LP/
ficr: Lfﬁ/i-‘,r-“&;,-’ 0l 2 ;
LN Gt 3 calath ot
P R Y
Ly 25 p Gl -l
L e s
Sl s gm s S
o L (R PR o
RTRP-0 [N VO 0 B PP B L Y K PN (G
b ogia ol c ol 183 oS S o AEDN ¥
oV 6 Al L JULYEGWLY Sl ltel

‘L-J'_JT' \:gﬁ ._i_::% ‘L:SJJ:E _}:...:p-f > ﬂbd‘;’:ﬂl‘gl ,,._‘_.:t N

.
.






3 sl _.t_'---'-f--?_--@,J,,.umm..,ru.,
gL..: uwl J Lledl oy r‘t.u_, S & r‘u‘& Y1 e el
oxo o J o 285 Ll oY1 Ras asind s Tl Y
e ST F 1L Al S Aol 3
S lnssd o o Y il G STy b
il Mot 3 6 e geate oy Ll Y oe & ol Alasl e

i YOG pan oY B U L o) an Y o

o (M oty oS sy ol e N d S



,
.
s
5
"
“




St daViasWl

S e s

{

3 (5 51056 81 as L

A S RS S A
3 e
g St ol







